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25X1X GBB Comment. Ons of the ten Vietnamese students now in Bangkok (QQ 25X1A 
25X1A WEBMBhss prepared two artieles in Buglish on "Viet Nam Youth". ie stated 
that he intended to send these articles te "the Youth Kovement in Pregue, for 
puclication in their magasine.") MM Comment. Following aro excerpts 25X1A 
taken from rough drafts of the two articles. Despite the cbvious propaganda 
intent, the information is considered possibly true.)- = 


As Feasant Youth in the Resistanca 


le The part of the young peasants in the Resistance is oxtremaly important. They 
throw themselves fleresly into Resisianes life. They enter the “Association 
_ of Peasants for National Salvation”, a peasant mass organization. Besides the 
‘-t ena of theusands of them who enlist in the national regular Army, they cone 
stitute units of partisans and gcuerrilles in every Village. We shall pay , 
‘ attention to the partisans and fuerrilla troops because, in Vietnamese strategy, 
they are very sasential to the final victory. The partisans ara divided into 
two categorise: the self-defense -artisans and the guerrillas. All ara or-~- 
ganized hierarchioslly and placed under the command of the Genoral Headquarters 
of the Viet Nam Army. The activities of the self-defense partigans“erea mani= 
fold: food supplies, information, sonmunication, transportation. sabotare, 
and the building of defensive fiwld-worke. 
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> Une realization of the scorched earth polisy is of primary importance in tho 
Vietnamese resistance. In order to stop ths enomy's advance, the Vietaamese 
pseple do not rerret destroying enything that would be of use to the edamy. 
The young peasants heve thrown themselves into this job with ardor exd an- 
thusiesm. They have worked day and night, dividing thomseves inte gmail 
competing groups. Within a few wesks, apart from some cities where thare 
was not enough time to undertake the destruction, 1] cities that. were possible 
bases for the suse were dsstroyeds The destruction of lines of communication, 
roads and railways was equaliy important. We must prevent the onemy from 
ubiliging them for the cireulation of their motorized troopae In addition, 
destruction .£ the Gnomy's econemy is important. Great stecks of rice have — 
been burned and three fourths of the Indochiness rubbaér plantations have been 
destroyed. In the first mo--ths of the Resistance the removal of plants, chiefly 
ammunition factories, toward sefer zones was of the “Minogtiurpoues. Ina few _ 
months, with the aid of peasant youth, mors than 10,400 tons of machinsry were 
carried from the delta to the uppar regions, . 
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The guerrillas are especially trained for the fight. Every village, every 
ramlet has its group of guerrillas. They go to the fight mostly with only 
rudimentary weapons: grenade, mines, swords, old rifles, bows. These guerrilie 
actions and entbushes form the basis of the national Reslistamecs. They make 

it sasy for the Vietnamese Army to launch larger seale operations with the 
amihilation cf wholes enemy battalions as 2 result. At the same time, guerrilla 
fighting is the best way of training new recruits for the National Army. Many 
groups of cuerrililas, after a few months of fi ghting, become strong units of 
the National Army, wellesquipped with modern weapons captured from the enemy. 


very village is a stronghold. Wherever they go, tha French soldiers plunder 
the villeges, slaughter the inhebitants, rape the women and girls. The job 
of defending the villages and protecting the lives and riches of the inhebite. 
ante is entrusted to the young peasants. The slogan of “Every village is a 
stronghold" has bsen launched and the young do their best tc realise it. They ; 
bagin by tarricading the principal entrances of the village and by fortifying Se 
the bambo. hedge in the shadow of which the village is nestled. SGscret trenches 
and comuariicating causeways are dug. ikhen the enemy comes tc plunder the 
village the guerrillas are there £0 “arive them back. Vie 06141 these villages 
‘*yesgistence villages”. The history of “resistance villages” las been decisive 
in stopping the extension of the control over the Vietnamese countryside by 

the Froneh frmy. Even in neighborhosds of cities occupied by the French the 
inhabi‘ents go on tilling their fields hefore the. enemy's nose. 

The ezmpaign for incressed production has been an immense victory over the 
French agcressors who expected to force the Vietmamese psople to surrender 

by starvation. They have onployed every wacns to destroy our crops and to 
prevent cur peasente from tiiling their Pieids. But, answaring an appeal 

made oy President Ho Chi Minh, the peasants from the Nerth to the South axe 
endaavoring °« extend the tilled areas. The young neasants are everywhere 
zealous pronoters in this campaign. The result is that, after tvo and a hal? 


_ years of resistance, there has bsen no etarvation, the price of rise has not 


twen raised; on the contrary, our countryside is now much better off than in 
neaeetime under French domination. 


Tf Feasant Youth has threvn iluelf resoutely into the strugyie te defend the 
country, it is due to tha fast that the new regime has brought te it a new 
life where it onjoys all Demoeratie liberties, electoral franc). «=: at the 
age of eighteen, und special attention paid by the State to the formation 
and development of youth. Owing to various cirouwrstances, above eli the 
war, the agrarian reforms thought of by the Government could not be fully 
realized. Eocause of lack of funds no substantial help could ta siven the 
néasants. liven if the clans for the division of lands heve been dravn up. 
che war has nade it imposeible for them to he carried out. - 


B The Fighting Villeges in Viet Nam 


The Vietuamese, the majority of whom are farmers and planters, used to build 
cheir villages in the middle of their rice fields, generally far away from the 
highways. A village is ar a,clomeration of heuses, for tie major part, built 
of mud~walls and covered with a thatch roof. The whole villeare is surrounded 
by thick green hedgas of bamboo. Numerous sigzagging paths, also with bamboo 
hedges on the aides, lead from ons house to another. The population is high 
with 200 to 300 paraons in a villege of less than 20 hectares cof land. The 
villages are usually bullt side by side. They look like smal! isilends of 
yordure among the vice fields. Tha iabyrinth of their torterous roads aro 
eo complicate. that often people faniliar with them get lost. 


“he “rerc’ - cupy the bovis, cenerally raged to the ground tr the soorched-earth 
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policy, wit they are incessantly trying to extend theiy grip over the country- 
side. It ia thon necessary that each village ae & combat mit eapable of 
supplying men,and food to thu Resistance army. ‘“ilen a village is fer from 

the battlefée:d, it gives slolter to the different derartments of public ser- 
vices; when near the battlerields, it provides food, lodging, and information 
eoneerning the enemy to the troops passing by or remaining in the area. The.. 
willages which border the cecupied cities or strategic highways controlled by 
the French are subjected to almost daily attacks. The enemy males e desperate 
effort to conquer them with a view to: create a zone of security capable of. : 
protecting their positions ind means of communication; to insure their food 
Supplies to the detriment cf the villagers; to reer} manual labor nacessar; 
+o their militery needs: tr collect young girls and young women to "uplift the 
rmoraie™ of tho troopse Th Vietnamese Resistance must make it a duty to destroy 
nll the enemy’s patient plias and devices. The rational orgenization of the 
fight in the villages, especially those which are adjacent to tho enemy's 
positiona, is of prime impcrtence. 


Before thes wax started in Vist Nam tho people, knowing beforehand that the 
agcression of the enemy wou]. be brutal and ruthless, ersated an army of par- 
tisans in each village. These partisans were armed more with courage and a 
spirit of sacrifice than with arms, ammunitions, and an efficient military 
teslniquee Complicated sv.tems of defense meade cf mid and bamboo were erected 
with great pains. Sometizss people would hang baskets full of quicllime amidst 
the branches of the trees and then they would empty the beskets over the heads 
odt-the snemy, blind theiy eyes and make them run for their lives, leaving 
behind their arins and ayamition.e At the beginning of the invasion, though 
armed with a high fight/oag spirit, the villagers were uneble to stop the ad- 
vances of the enemy why had powerful weapons. tt ves only after terrible and 
painful experiences thy.t the people realised the necessity of evacunting at 
vhe approach of the exomy. ‘Selore leaving ths villagers hide everything they 
can, burn down everything else, and carry with them only a small boskes con 
taining the necessities of life. ‘When the enemy arrives they find only a 
deserted and ruined  :.ace. 


Tho first duty of a ‘ighting villege is te stop the advance of the tanks, heif- 
tracks, and jeeps cs the enemy. Experiences show that strong barricades are 
net efficient enouy;. The villagers have to content themselves with digging 
rectangular ditcher ne meter wide by 60 centineters deep ard at one to two 
meters from ons anviser on the aur"ace of a roadway. These succeed vory well 
in styppping the acvance of enowy vehicles. 


2@ hedges of tho village ure fortified and its gate barricaded end closed. 
‘ne gots into tre villeg»s through secret entrances which ars cons tantly 
watehed and are shanged fron tine to time. Along the hedges, al the most 
uncxpocted plavwws, the vwillegess beild wachian gan neste aml dsdividual S—" 
trenches. Fro. these well-eamouflared positions they can, without risk, 
shoot ab those om -soldiers who are daring enough to approach the villege. 
Kell constructy’ underground passages lead from one village to engther and 
from house to huge. 


when prepured ir combat the fighting village was able to drive away the 
many omehy atteks and protect the inhabitants ané crops. When en enemy 
petrol encoun‘srs a well cuardod villege they immediately withdrew from it 
and from a sa@ distance they send in a few mortar shelis to tale revenre. 


nef t 5 : : 
The watehworlach village must be a fortress” has been issued sines the 
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the outbroak of the war. But it was not fully put into affect until March 
1947 when the Frenoh, having ocoupied a few cities, began to attack the 


neighboring villages. Ths atrocities experionced ty the villagers have 


taught then how to organize their fight to tackle the enemy's offensive. 
tne village fortress was born in fire and blood. The summer of 198 
has Witnessed the full realization of the previously mentioned wa telword.« 
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